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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1 ) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: 

Claims 7-12 and 15 recites the limitation "computer readable medium..." There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the specification. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bakshi 
et al. (US 6574663 B1; hereinafter Bakshi). 
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As to claims 1 and 7, Bakshi shows a method of analyzing network 
characteristics (abstract) comprising the steps of: querying a network element in a 
communication network for local network information (Figure 2, step 250); receiving the 
local network information from the network element in response to querying (Figure 2, 
step 260), the local network information comprising one or more items selected from the 
group including topology information, connection information, and performance 
information (col. 5, lines 45-47; col. 4, lines 23-49); analyzing the local network 
information received to map a communication path established in the network (Figure2, 
step 270); responsive to the local network information received and the communication 
path mapped in the analyzing step, selecting a next network element for querying; and if 
the next network element has been selected, iterating the method from the querying 
step for the next network element (col. 5, lines 46-64). Bakshi further shows a computer 
readable medium storing a software program that, when executed by a computer, 
causes the computer to perform a method (Active Topology Server 120). \ 

As to claims 2 and 8, Bakshi shows the step of receiving a notification signal from 
one or more network elements, the notification signal indicative of a network event, and 
wherein the step of querying is initiated in response to receiving said notification signal 
(Figure 4). 
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As to claims 3 and 9, Bakshi shows the step of determining network capacity 
using communication path data from the analyzing step (Figure 2, step 270; col. 4, lines 
23-55). 

As to claims 4 and 10, Bakshi shows the step of determining network 
performance using the communication path data from the analyzing step (Figure 2, step 
270; col. 4, lines 23-55). 

As to claims 5 and 1 1 , Bakshi shows the step of detecting network faults using 
communication path data from the analyzing step (Figure 2, step 270; col. 4, lines 23- 
55; col. 5, lines 62-64). 

As to claims 6 and 12, Bakshi shows that the topology information includes a 
routing table and wherein the connection information includes a connection table (col. 1 , 
lines 30-32; col. 5, lines 45-47; col. 4, lines 23-49). 

As to claim 13, Bakshi shows a method for analyzing network characteristics 
(abstract) comprising the steps of: receiving a notification signal from a network 
element, said notification signal indicative of a new communication path set-up by the 
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network element and including circuit identifier information (Figure 2, step 210-240; col. 
5, lines 15-34); querying a network element in a communication network for connection 
information (Figure 2, step 250); receiving the connection information from the network 
element in response to querying (Figure 2, step 270); comparing the connection 
information with the circuit identifier information to determine a match condition; if the 
match condition occurs in the comparing step, querying the network element for routing 
information (Figure 2; steps 210-250; col. 5 lines 46-52); receiving routing information 
from the network element and analyzing the routing information received to map the 
new communication path established in the network (Figure 2, step 270); selecting a 
next network element to query along the new communication path; if the next network 
element has been selected, fetching from the received circuit identifier information 
associated with the next network element and iterating the method from the step of 
querying for the next network element(col. 5, lines 46-52; Figure 2). 

As to claims 14 and 15, Bakshi shows the step of storing the communication path 
established through the communication network (Figure 2, step 270; col. 4, lines 23-55). 

As to claim 16, Bakshi shows the step of storing the communication path 
established through the communication network (Figure 2, step 270; col. 4, lines 23-55). 



Application/Control Number: 10/779,442 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2616 

As to claim 17, Bakshi shows apparatus for analyzing network characteristics in a 
network including a plurality of network elements interconnected together to form a 
communication network (Figure 1 B, Active Topology Server), the apparatus comprising: 
means for querying a network element in the communication network for local network 
information, the local network information comprising one or more items selected from 
the group including topology information, connection information, and performance 
information; means, responsive to receipt of the local network information, for analyzing 
the local network information received to map a communication path established in the 
network; and means, responsive to the local network information received and the 
communication path mapped in the analyzing means, for selecting a next network 
element for querying; wherein the means for querying is responsive to a notification that 
the next network element has been selected (the same rejection is used as in claim 1). 

As to claim 18, the same rejection is used as in claim 2. 
As to claim 1 9, the same rejection is used as in claim 3. 
As to claim 20, the same rejection is used as in claim 4. 
As to claim 21, the same rejection is used as in claim 5. 
As to claim 22, the same rejection is used as in claim 6. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bondi (US 5710885) - see abstract. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Redentor M. Pasia whose telephone number is 571- 
272-9745. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am to 5:00pm EST, 
alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doris H. To can be reached on (571 )272-7629. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Redentor Pasia 




